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GENERAL MARKING ADVICE: BIOLOGY

The marking schemes are written to assist in determining the 'minimal acceptable answer' rather than
listing every possible correct and incorrect answer.  The following notes are offered to support
Markers in making judgements on candidates' evidence, and apply to marking both end of unit
assessments and course assessments.

1. There are no half marks.  Where three answers are needed for two marks, normally one or two
correct answers gain one mark.

2. In the mark scheme, if a word is underlined then it is essential; if a word is (bracketed) then it
is not essential.

3. In the mark scheme, words separated by / are alternatives.

4. There are occasions where the second answer negates the first and no marks are given.  There is
no hard and fast rule here, and professional judgement must be applied.  Good marking
schemes should cover these eventualities.

5. Where questions on data are in two parts, if the second part of the question is correct in relation
to an incorrect answer given in the first part, then the mark can often be given.  The general rule
is that candidates should not be penalised repeatedly.

6. If a numerical answer is required and units are not given in the stem of the question or in the
answer space, candidates must supply the units to gain the mark.  If units are required on more
than one occasion, candidates should not be penalised repeatedly.

7. Clear indication of understanding is what is required, so:

• if a description or explanation is asked for, a one word answer is not acceptable
• if the questions ask for letters and the candidate gives words and they are correct, then

give the mark
• if the question asks for a word to be underlined and the candidate circles the word, then

give the mark
• if the result of a calculation is in the space provided and not entered into a table and is

clearly the answer, then give the mark
• chemical formulae are acceptable eg CO2, H2O
• contractions used in the Arrangements document eg DNA, ATP are acceptable
• words not required in the syllabus can still be given credit if used appropriately eg

metaphase of meiosis

8. Incorrect spelling is given.  Sound out the word(s),

• if the correct item is recognisable then give the mark
• if the word can easily be confused with another biological term then do not give the

mark eg ureter and urethra
• if the word is a mixture of other biological words then do not give the mark, eg mellum,

melebrum, amniosynthesis.
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9. Presentation of Data:

• if a candidate provides two graphs or bar charts (eg one in the question and another at the
end of the booklet), mark both and give the higher score

• if the question asks for a line graph and a histogram or bar chart is given, then do not give
the mark(s).  Credit can be given for labelling the axes correctly, plotting the points,
joining the points either with straight lines or curves (best fit is rarely used)

• if the x and y data are transposed, then do not give the mark
• if the graph used less than 50% of the axes, then do not give the mark
• if 0 is plotted when no data is given, then do not give the mark (ie candidates should only

plot the data given)
• no distinction is made between bar charts and histograms for marking purposes.  (For

information: bar charts should be used to show discontinuous features, have descriptions
on the x axis and have separate columns; histograms should be used to show continuous
features; have ranges of numbers on the x axis and have contiguous columns.)

• where data is read off a graph it is often good practice to allow for acceptable minor error.
An answer may be given 7.3 + 0.1.

10. Extended response questions:  if a candidate gives two answers where there is a choice, mark
both and give the higher score.

11. Annotating scripts:

• put a 0 is the box if no marks awarded – a mark is required in each box
• indicate on the scripts why marks were given for part of a question worth 3 or 2 marks.  A

√ or x near answers will do.

12. Totalling scripts: errors in totalling can be more significant than errors in marking:

• enter a correct and carefully checked total for each candidate
• do not use running totals as these have repeatedly been shown to lead to more errors.
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2003 Biology Intermediate 1

Marking scheme

Section A

1. C 14. C

2. A 15. A

3. B 16. C

4. D 17. A

5. C 18. B

6. B 19. A

7. C 20. C

8. D 21. C

9. A 22. A

10. D 23. B

11. B 24. C

12. D 25. A & B

13. A
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